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Cascade Commentary

OREGON

QuickPoint! — Deal With It—Commuters Need
Cars

By Eric Fruits, Ph.D.

How did you get to work today? If you’re like 80% of Portland-area commuters,
you rode in a car. And, on your way to and from work, you probably grumbled
about how much worse your commute has gotten.

Over the past five years, the region has added nearly 180,000 more commuters.
Most of them drive to work and they’re congesting our roads.

In normal times, transportation authorities would add capacity to the road network
and improve streets for safe and speedy commutes.

But, we don’t live in normal times. Last week, Portland commissioner Chloe
Eudaly declared to a packed council meeting that the city was not going to build
more roads. This is nothing new; it was the same no-new-roads promise Mayor
Ted Wheeler made early in his term.

Their solution is to pack more people on public transit and get more people to bike
or walk to work. But their solution is doomed to fail. Despite a surging growth in
commuters, TriMet ridership is down while so-called “active transportation” has
stagnated. The most recent data show only a little over 5% of commuters bike or
walk.

After decades of trying to get people to abandon their cars, our leaders need to
understand the automobile is an amazing technology of freedom and improve our
roads to support that freedom.

Eric Fruits, Ph.D. is Vice President of Research at Cascade Policy Institute,
Oregon’s free market public policy research organization.
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	“Allowing a community to customize the execution of statewide policies to match the community’s capacity would make a real difference in the resilience of rural communities.”

